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From LaFayette Advisory Conservation Commission

Stormwater and Avoiding Unintended
Consequences

Two things we all know are that water flows downhill
and follows the path of least resistance. During heavy
rain events, the runoff of water - along with the
sediment, debris, logs and rocks it carries - erodes the
banks of creeks and streams. The banks fail and water
flows in new, unexpected directions, perhaps toward
a home, barn, road, or bridge. Heavy rain events, the
result of the more extreme weather we’re
experiencing due to climate change, are occurring
more and more frequently. Actions we take can also
change the ways stormwater drains.

We all live either on top, along the sides, or at the
bottom of the hills surrounding the Tully and
Butternut Valleys. So, stormwater drainage is an issue
that affects everyone in Town.

Runoff Management Decisions Can Have
Unintended Consequences

A few years ago a landowner here in LaFayette
installed a new array of ditches and swales on their
property to control water runoff. When the intense
rain event of late June-early July 2017 occurred, the
stormwater ran off their land beautifully.
Unfortunately, it ran onto a neighbor’s property
carrying with it soil, logs rocks, and boulders and
damaging the neighbor’s yard, driveway and road.
The neighbor had never before experienced damage
from stormwater coming from this direction.

On a smaller scale, another LaFayette landowner filled
a low, swampy area on his land to make that area
more useable. Shortly thereafter, well-established
decorative bushes and trees on a neighbor’s property
died because their roots were flooded and another
neighborhood across the street realized their side
yard had become permanently squishy and soggy.

Flood Prevention Tips and Resources

Preventing flooding from stormwater or land
modifications starts with the landowner and/or
resident being aware of how water flows off their
property and how their decisions can affect the flow
off. Here are some examples of land use
modifications that could have unintended
consequences for their property and for neighbors
downstream:

e Filling in wet (low) areas,

e Tree harvesting that does not leave some trees
standing and results in soil erosion during rain
events (the tree roots are no longer holding the
soil in place),

e Property clearing/regrading without a silt fence
or ground cover,

e Changing the path of a stream channel or ditch
(can result in change in direction or change in
the velocity of the water), and

e Blocking culverts or ditches.

Fortunately, technical (and sometimes financial)
resources are available to help LaFayette
landowners and work with them to implement
projects that both alleviate runoff problems and
benefit the land and watershed without resulting
in problems for neighbors. These organizations
can help to evaluate current land use problems,
provide technical assistance and make
recommendations for future land use changes.
Here are links to five such agencies that are active
in LaFayette:

Pennsylvania State University Extension,
Stormwater Basics:
https://extension.psu.edu/stormwater-basics

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Watershed Programs:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-
initiatives/watershed-programs

Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation
District: https://www.ocswcd.org/

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, US Fish
and Wildlife Service:
https://www.fws.gov/program/partners-fish-and-
wildlife

and the New York Field Office:
https://www.fws.gov/program/new-york-partners-
fish-and-wildlife/what-we-do

Forest Stewardship Program, New York State
Department of Conservation:
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/private-
forest-management#Forest Stewardship Program
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