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Save Money While Helping to Slow Climate Change

There are several ways we can save money by reducing the amount of energy we consume.
4\12:118'/ Another benefit from reducing energy consumption, we also reduce air pollution and slow down
150 the rate of climate change. This article tells you how to save money and how to get help to do it.
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Community Solar — Save 10% off your National Grid bill each month by subscribing. There is no cost, no
sudden rate increases, and you can unsubscribe anytime. In 2022, the Town subscribed all its accounts and
launched a community campaign. About 24% of the Town’s residences subscribed. If you haven’t, we
recommend you contact PowerMarket at edprna@powermarket.io or 877-762-0507, Monday - Friday 9am-
5pm. To learn more: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/Community-Solar

LED Bulbs — Save at least 70% of your lighting electricity costs by replacing incandescent

bulbs and compact fluorescent lightbulbs with LED bulbs. For example, the cost savings to

replace 20 60W incandescent bulbs with 20 8.5W LED bulbs, using them 5 hours a day 7 days

a week, and at an electricity cost of $0.15/kWh is $25 per month. That is a cost saving of

85%. The cost of the 20 LEDs is $55, so the investment is paid off just over 2 months. The yearly saving is
$245 the first year and more than $300 each year going forward. LED bulbs last about 15 times longer than
incandescent bulbs. Many LED bulbs are less than S1 each if you order through National Grid’s Marketplace
at https://uny.home.marketplace.nationalgrid.com/lighting/.

EmPower+ — Significantly reduce your heating bills with insulation and other energy efficiency improvements
professionally installed by participating local contractors. There are two tiers of incentives based on
household size and income: For example, a household of two in Onondaga County making less than $69,520
qualifies for up to $5,000 of work; making less than $52,140 qualifies for up to $10,000. Home owners and
renters (with landlord approval) are both eligible. It starts with a free home energy assessment including no-
cost LEDs and other simple measures and a plan for installation of more significant improvements. To learn
more and check income eligibility: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/EmPower-New-York-Program
or call EnergySmart CNY 315-313-5050.

Comfort Home — Save up to $4,000 towards insulation, air sealing, windows and doors installed by
participating local contractors. This NYSERDA program is available to homeowners of all income levels. Learn
more at https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Comfort-Home-Program

Appliance upgrade — Save up to $840 on a heat pump dryer. Induction stoves are slated to be added in 2025.
Homes making less than 150% of area median income are eligible. Learn more at:
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Appliance-Upgrade-Program or call 866-NYSERDA.

Further information and assistance deciding which options are best for you:

Energy Advisors from EnergySmart CNY are available to help people, at no

; charge, to determine the programs and incentives that may be the best fit for
"ergysmartcﬂ“ their situation. You can sign up for assistance at
Central New York Regional CleanEnergyHub 1t ps: //www.allianceforagreeneconomy.org/cny-energy-hub/ or by calling 315-
313-5050.

Energy literacy workshops organized by EnergySmart CNY are 60-90 minute in-person meetings (usually 15-
30 people) where you can learn things that save money on energy use. You will create an energy saving plan
and receive a kit that has things such as smart power strips and LED bulbs. The Town is organizing a
workshop at the Town Commons. If you would like to attend the workshop with fellow residents, contact
Mark Distler at markdistler@gmail.com or 315-569-7563. —Mark Distler




